
 

 

A Member of the Photographic Federation of Long Island (PFLI) 

Bringing the Photographic Arts to Our Community 

Though the snow has not yet fallen, winter is coming. Some photographers will 

pack their camera gear until the spring, but winter is most certainly a beautiful 

time to get some seasonal and very creative images. It is also a time to improve 

your skills by shooting winter images and making sure the snow looks like snow! 

Most often our cameras would like to make everything 18% or middle gray for a 

“proper” exposure, but you as the  photographer know better. You may have to 

compensate for what the camera decides is correct by overexposing by a stop 

or two. Check out the articles in this months newsletter for winter photography 

tips. Stay warm and let’s get shooting! 

www.seqcc.org 

Volume 15      Issue 03                              DECEMBER 2018 

Ron Moore 

http://www.seqcc.org/
http://www.seqcc.org
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SEQCC Meeting Schedule 

The Southeast Queens Camera Club meets on the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm 
on the 2nd Floor of the Roy Wilkins Family Center, 
177-01 Baisley Blvd. at 177th Street, Jamaica, NY 
11434.  *Optional dates, see P&E Chairperson. 

Meeting dates for the 2018 - 2019 season are: 

September     11, 18, 25          February   12, 19, 26 

October         9, 16, 23, 30*    March        12, 19, 26 

November     13, 20, 27           April         9, 16, 23, 30* 

December      11, 18                 May             14, 21, 28 

January          8, 15, 22, 29*    June           11, 18, 25 

The Southeast Queens Camera Club does not endorse 

the content on any third party website.  SEQCC is not 

responsible for the content or result of any damages 

with third-parties.  Your use of third-party websites is 

at your own risk and subject to the terms and condi-

tions of use for such websites. ©Southeast Queens 

Camera Club 2018, All Rights Reserved. Unauthorized 

use of images contained in this newsletter or website 

is strictly prohibited.   

The Newsletter Committee looks forward to you 

sharing your experiences, skills and thoughts 

with the club. 

Everyone is invited to submit articles and         

pictures to be published in the newsletter. The 

deadline for receiving such information is the 

25th of each month. 

Forward your articles to newsletter@seqcc.org. 

Thank you. 

 
 

DECEMBER 
 

    4th: Competition #2 

  11th: Lighting for Portraits-Brian Augustine 

  18th: Holiday Party 

  25th: Merry Christmas! 

  JANUARY  

     1st: Happy New Year! 

     8th: Executive Committee Meeting 

   15th: Meeting 

  22nd: Meeting 

   29th: Competition 

PRESIDENT:  Ronald Moore                    

VICE PRESIDENT:  Open 

SECRETARY:  Renee Harper                 

TREASURER:  Israel Singleton      

 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Open 

    

COMPETITION 

Kenneth Whitehead   Dianne Heggie 

 

EXTERNAL VENUE 

Lisa Wade   Doris King 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

Open 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Lisa Wade 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Open 

 

PROGRAMS & EDUCATION 

Brenda Gates  

 

WEB & TECHNOLOGY 

Ron Moore 

 

HOSPITALITY 

Jean Bain  Delian Slater 

 

MEMBER(S) AT LARGE 

Open 

 

FOUNDERS 

Dorothy Gist  Hughe Williams         

Ron Caldwell  Jim Grant 

 

ADVISORS 

Leonard Nangle Lawrence Gallmon 

 

PFLI DELEGATES 

Marvin Sheppard                            

mailto:newsletter@seqcc.org?subject=Article%20for%20Newsletter
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 Birthdays 

Membership Corner
Have you paid your dues? 

 

 

JUST A REMINDER: 

General Courtesy: 

Please turn your cell phones off or place them on vibrate during competition 
and when a Presenter is addressing the membership.  Keep all questions and       
comments to yourself, until after competitions. Let’s all show respect and         

appreciation to the Judges and Presenters. 

 

 

 

Don’t forget, this newsletter is interactive. Click on certain pictures or text to be 

linked to pages with in depth explanations or more content.   

 

Samuel Bullock - 12th  

Lee Callier - 21st  

Albert Ephraim - 24th  

Brenda Gates - 5th  

 

Jim Grant - 28th  

Algernon Lawrence - 8th  

Sandi Pope - 19th  

John Taylor - 12th  
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 Field Trips 

Upcoming: 
 

Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018 
 

Exposure Triangle Field Trip at Roy Wilkins, led by Ron Moore.  

Get a better grasp on the 3 fundamental components of Exposure: Shutter 
Speed, Aperture and ISO. An interactive computer program and practical         
application will be on the agenda for the day. SEQCC has agreed to partner with 
the Black Spectrum Theater Company for their Winter Festival and act as roving 
photographers for the event on Saturday. This will provide field trip attendees 
the opportunity to apply those techniques and skills acquired from the            
Exposure Triangle workshop and shoot an event in real time! We will meet in 

our regular meeting location at 11:00am.   

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, Jan. 12, 2019 
 

AMNH Butterfly Conservatory  

The very popular annual seasonal exhibition is back with more than 500         

free-flying butterflies amid lush tropical plants!  

Please stay tuned for more information about this Field Trip which will be led by 

Dianne Heggie! 

 

 

https://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/butterflies-moths-exhibition
https://www.amnh.org/exhibitions/butterflies-moths-exhibition
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Field Trips 

Hicks Nurseries By Doris King  

Wednesday, October 17th was a perfect fall day to visit Hicks Nurseries. On this particular 
day Hicks Nurseries held their Fourth Annual Pet Parade. I was accompanied by my     
daughter, Pam, and our two loving dogs –  Zoey the diva and her big brother Timmy. Zoey 

sported a unicorn outfit and Timmy was dressed as a silly monster.  

We met with Algernon Lawrence and Nyree Cyrus to enjoy the event which promptly kicked 
off at 4 pm. Pet owners dressed their furry friends in all kinds of costumes for the Halloween 

Pet Parade which followed a decorated path around the nursery to meet Otto the Ghost.  

Awards were given to the best overall costumes and 1st Place went to a young female dog 
dressed as a pirate. Participants donated food, toys, leashes and other items to Long Island 

Cares for pets in need throughout Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 
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 External Venue 

Soul of a Nation: Art in the Age of Black Power 

Now through February 3, 2019 

Soul of a Nation: Art in the Age of Black Power shines light on a broad spectrum of 
Black artistic practice from 1963 to 1983, one of the most politically, socially, and    
aesthetically revolutionary periods in American history. Black artists across the     
country worked in communities, in collectives, and individually to create a range of art 
responsive to the moment—including figurative and abstract painting, prints, and    
photography; assemblage and sculpture; and performance.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This exhibition brings together for the first time the           
excitingly disparate practices of more than sixty Black  
artists from this important moment, offering an               
unparalleled opportunity to see their extraordinary 
works side by side. 

 

For more info see:                                                       
Lisa Wade                                                                                                                           
Doris King                                                                                                                                

External Venue Committee 

Barkley Hendricks (1945–2017)  

Blood (Donald Formey), 1975  

Ming Smith (American)                           

When You See Me Comin' Raise 

Your Window High, 1972  

Betye Saar (American, born 1926)                

 The Liberation of Aunt Jemima, 

1972  

https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/soul_of_a_nation
https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/soul_of_a_nation
https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/soul_of_a_nation
https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/soul_of_a_nation
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Field Trips 

 

 

A Trip Worth Remembering- 

Soul Of a Nation: Art in the Age of Black Power  

By Dotti Anita Taylor 

 

Soul of a Nation: Art in the age of Black Power is a “Must See” exhibit which is      

presently at the Brooklyn Museum. This exhibit contains more than 150 works of art 

created by more than 60 black artists. There are paintings, photographs,                 

assemblages, sculptures, murals, print makings, performances and more. These 

works were created as a response to life in America during the period 1963 to 1983.  

As I walked from room to room, painting to painting, floor to floor, I was overwhelmed 

by the mastery of what I was surrounded by. Whether it was a mixed media collage by 

Romare Bearden, sculpture by Elizabeth Catlett, painting by Benny Hendricks or  

photograph by Roy DeCarava, the power and beauty emanating from each work of 

art was impressive, inspiring and rendered me extremely proud. I must say that a big 

part of that sense of pride was the fact that this exhibit included a painting created by 

my God-brother, Nelson Stevens. This is his second painting on exhibit in the       

Brooklyn Museum!  

  

As a photographer, this was a wonderful learning experience. To observe the angles 

at which photos were taken as well as composition and the use of or lack of light  

within photographs was very rewarding for me. I was also inspired by use of color, 

composition and the strength and mastery of the other forms of art. 

 

Recognition of American black artists in America is long overdue. This particular      

exhibit was developed by The Tate Modern in London. It’s debut in the U.S. was at 

the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in Bentonville, Arkansas before coming 

to Brooklyn. Yes only two cities in America! Hopefully, that number will increase for it 

is truly a “Must See” exhibit!  
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Programs and Education 

 

December 11, 2018: Brian Augustine will give a brief presentation on 

using  continuous lighting as a tool for taking portraits.  Then there will be a 

hands on session as he shows us individually how to take portraits without 

using external or built-in flashes.  We will each get an opportunity to shoot 

a portrait of a model while being guided by Brian and an assistant.  Each of 

us will have a limited time to get the shot, so do come prepared to get the 

shot (lol)! This will be a 2 hour photo shoot so the meeting will start at 

7:00pm sharp.  Hopefully, the skills taught and learned will encourage each 

of us to reflect our photographic vision for portraiture.  

 

December 18th, 2018: SEQCC Holiday Party.  We will have a Secret 

Santa gift presentation (as we did last year) during the Holiday Party.  See 

Brenda to sign up for the Secret Santa as we will be drawing names on 

December 11th for members to discover whom they will be Secret Santa’s 

for. We ask that the gift you purchase be related to photography only. 

Please remember the minimum you can spend on the gift is $20.00, (not 

$19.99 - lol). 

Please see Jean Bain (Hospitality Committee Chair) to sign the list if you 

wish to bring a dish for the Holiday Party. Please try not to duplicate an 

item that is already on the list, the more variety the better. Entrees, snack 

food, appetizers, desserts, beverages and more are welcome.   

We thank you in advance for your participation in the Secret Santa and for 

your food donation for our Holiday Party.  



 

 

Volume 15   Issue 03                 DECEMBER 2018                     Keeping In Touch             page 11 

How to create an Article for the Newsletter 
 

As you all know, the content of ‘Keeping in Touch’ is largely a collection of information that 

members like you wish to share with other members of SEQCC. We do have a facebook page 

where information is shared, but not all members and friends of SEQCC have a facebook   

account. With that in mind, PLEASE take the extra step to create a one page article for      

submission to the newsletter. If you have MS Word or a compatible word processing          

program and you know how to copy and paste, then this should be a no brainer for you.        

If you do not have a word processing program, you can create an article with a plain text 

document (*.txt) using the same procedure, you’ll just add your image(s) as an attachment in 

your email to newsletter@seccc.org.  

Here are the steps: 

1. Browse to the webpage you wish to create an article from. 

2. Open a blank document in your word processing program or a blank text document. 

3. Create a title for your article in the document or you can copy the title from the webpage 

and paste it (as plain text) into your open document. 

4. If there is an image you’d like to place in your article, copy and paste the image into the 

document. If using a text document, save the image to your computer, then include it as 

an attachment in your email along with the text document.  

5. Copy and paste (as plain text) the content of the webpage article into your document. You 

don’t need to copy the entire article if it spans multiple pages, just a few paragraphs 

should be enough. 

6. If there is more to the article than what you have included, please mention so, then copy 

and paste the URL (web address, you know, the http://website.com) of the article into your 

document. 

7. Save your completed document, name it and save it where you can find it. 

8. Create an email and address it to newsletter@seqcc.org with “Article for Newsletter” as 

the subject. You don’t even have to write anything in the email, just include the document 

and any accompanying images as attachments. 

9. e-Mail it! 

That’s it. That is pretty much all there is to know about creating a quick article for the      

newsletter. What’s that you say, it doesn’t seem quick? Try it a time or two and you’ll get so 

good at it, it will soon take no time at all! 

 

Remember, the Newsletter Committee is NOT responsible for creating the content for the 

newsletter, they are NOT reporters as such. The committee takes the information shared by 

its members and formats it to fit into the newsletter. Yes, the members of the committee, as 

club members also, may from time to time submit an article, but the bulk of the content must 

come from the membership. 

Thank you all, 

Ron Moore 

mailto:newsletter@seccc.org?subject=Article%20for%20Newsletter
mailto:newsletter@seqcc.org?subject=Article%20for%20Newsletter
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 PFLI News 

The PFLI Competition images are posted at PFLI.smugmug.com. There you can 

browse all the prior months Creative contests, as well as the Digital A and B images. 

For those of you who would like to attend a PFLI competition, currently they are held 

at the Ellsworth W. Allen Park Community Center, 45 Motor Ave, Farmingdale, NY 

11735. 

SEQCC is looking for 2 individuals for the position of PFLI Delegate. Delegates are    

responsible for attending the monthly PFLI Board meetings and the monthly SEQCC 

Executive Committee meetings to update SEQCC on any new PFLI developments. 

PFLI SCORES  

DIGITAL A 

25 POINTS 

Ralph Simmons - 'love' (NOV) 

24 POINTS 

Ronald Moore - 'Pollinator’ (NOV) 

23 POINTS 

Marvin Sheppard - 'sandpiper' 

Ken Whitehead - 'Coffee On The Veranda' 

Brenda Gates - 'The Castle’ (NOV) 

22 POINTS 

Ronald Moore - 'At Last' 

Ken Whitehead - 'Flower On My Mind’ (NOV) 

Dianne Heggie - 'Early Morning Snack’ (NOV) 

Ronald Moore - 'Haley2' 

Ken Whitehead - 'Serenity' 

Brenda Gates - 'Big Bird’ (NOV) 

Ralph Simmons - 'COOL' 

Ralph Simmons - 'The Bridge' 

Marvin Sheppard - 'jane’ (NOV) 

Marvin Sheppard - 'froggy2’ (NOV) 

Dianne Heggie - 'Chindeni Dog' 

21 POINTS 

Dianne Heggie - 'Inner Glow' 

Ken Whitehead - 'Sunset on the East River' 

Ronald Moore - 'Eagle’ (NOV) 

Ken Whitehead - 'Out For A Pony Ride’ (NOV) 

Ralph Simmons - 'Light’ (NOV) 

Marvin Sheppard - 'Marie' 

Ralph Simmons - 'energy' 

Dianne Heggie - 'Game On' 

20 POINTS 

Lawrence Gallmon - 'Shades of Gray’ (NOV) 

Ronald Moore - 'Wedged' 

Marvin Sheppard - 'Canon' 

DIGITAL B 

24 POINTS 

Nyree Cyrus - 'Blue Butterfly' 

23 POINTS 

Renee Harper - 'DEEP THOUGHT’ (NOV) 

22 POINTS 

Saint Clair Reid - 'STUNNING' 

Delian Slater - 'SEDONA MOUNTAINSCAPE’ (NOV) 

21 POINTS 

Algernon Lawrence - 'STICKY’ (NOV) 

Saint Clair Reid - 'DRIVE BY’ (NOV) 

Algernon Lawrence - 'DEOLEMANN' 

Gail Dobbins - 'DOLLBABY' 

Lisa Wade - 'girl in blue’ (NOV) 

Algernon Lawrence - 'COUNTRY' 

Lisa Wade - 'ethereal' 

Dotti-Anita Taylor - 'CONTEMPLATION’ (NOV) 

20 POINTS 

Delian Slater - 'MY DAD' 

Gail Dobbins - 'MSSMILEY' 

Delian Slater - 'DONKEY' 

Dotti-Anita Taylor - 'At a Distance' 

Renee Harper - 'PRETTY SHANNON' 

Jacqueline Polite - 'Glass_Tulips’ (NOV) 

Gail Dobbins - 'Mr OJ’ (NOV) 

Helen Dobbins-Bryan - 'Getting Wet’ (NOV) 

18 POINTS 

Israel Singleton - 'Native American’ (NOV)  

https://pfli.smugmug.com/
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Essential Tips for Cold-Weather Photography  
From B&H Explora, by Todd Vorenkamp 

 

Before You Go Outside 

1) Batteries hate the cold as 

much as reptiles and other     

cold-blooded creatures. The cold 

temperatures cause   degraded 

performance, and there are few 

things worse, let me tell you, than 

running out of battery power in 

the midst of a photographic     

outing. The Law of Murphy     

guarantees that your batteries will 

run out just before you attempt to       

capture the best shot of the day 

or night. 

 

Head outdoors with a fresh battery and keep your spare batteries—not in your     

camera bag—but inside your layers of clothing to keep them warm. Now that I think of 

it, someone probably needs to invent some kind of chest holster for camera batteries. 

2)  A camera bag or camera backpack is always great for keeping your gear clean 

and protected from the elements. Winter weather and cold only serve to make these 

accessories more important. If you are out shooting, your camera will, of course, be 

exposed to the same cold air that is freezing your feet, but there is no way your     

camera will enjoy being subjected to driving snow, slush, sleet, or ice. Keep it        

protected! 
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Essential Tips: cont’d 

 

3)  Bring a large plastic bag along with your gear, I will tell you why later. 

4)  Gloves. We can send people to the moon and back, but it is really difficult to find 

gear for your hands that: 

 a) keep your hands and fingers toasty warm and 

 b) allow you the dexterity to manipulate your camera's controls.  

Several manufacturers have tried to crack the code, and there are gloves that feature        

removable fingertips that are designed to allow you to operate your camera's control 

dials, buttons, and the shutter release. If you have discovered magical gloves that are 

perfect for operating the command dial of a DLSR while keeping your fingers warm, 

please share the name of the product! 

Now we are outside... seriously? It's really cold! 

Don't forget to keep your spare batteries as warm as possible. Also, if you are         

carrying an external flash, do not forget to keep it warm, as well. The batteries in 

the flash will suffer in the cold. Where is my battery-holding bandolier? 

 

Shooting tips 

1)  Some good news: Cold winter air is generally clearer than warm summer air, as it 

generally contains less moisture. Clear air = crispier photos. Sweet! 

2)  If there is snow on the ground on a bright day, watch your exposures. Snow can 

be one of the trickiest subjects to expose properly, sometimes fooling your meter into 

underexposure and other times into overexposure and a loss of detail. A common rule 

of thumb with digital is to expose for the brightest portions of the scene and make 

sure to keep your highlights from being blown out to "all white." Shadow detail may be 

extracted later in post-processing, while overexposed highlights cannot usually be    

recovered. Another point if photographing in the bright sun: use a lens hood. Since 

the snow can act as a giant reflector, there is a greater chance of stray light reaching 

your lens and causing unwanted lens flare. 

3)  More good news (for photographers): Because of the lower angles of the sun (the 

same lower angles that make it so bloody cold), your "quality of light" is generally    

better throughout the day and shadows are longer (sometimes a good element for 

your photos). If your shooting day presents you with cloudy, overcast weather, you 

might also consider changing to the “Cloudy” white balance setting to add some 

warmth to your photos and minimize any blue cast.  
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Essential Tips: cont’d 

 

4)  A UV filter is an ideal tool for clearing up the appearance of haze in photographs, 

which is more common to winter and cold temperatures, as well as when shooting at 

higher altitudes. However, the UV filter's other huge benefit to photographing in snowy 

climates is that it protects your lens’ front element from snow or other elements.  

 

Before You Go Back Inside 

Frozen cold? Miserable because your toes and fingers are icy cold, yet warmed from 

the inside by the art you just created? There are some precautions you might wish to 

take before going back inside to thaw out. 

1)  Pull your memory card from your camera. Why? Read #2. 

2) Put your camera and lens(es) into an airtight plastic bag. Why? Moisture and     

condensation will want to form on a cold object introduced into a warm environment. 

Moisture and electronics do not play well together; the plastic bag will magically     

sacrifice itself to the condensation process so that your camera and gear can stay dry 

while it warms up. Leave it inside for about two hours while you get yourself some hot 

cocoa, draw a warm bath, and transfer your new photos to the computer. 

3) If it was especially cold and dry outside, you can put your camera on a window sill 

to encourage a slower warming process for your camera. 

Enjoy winter with your camera. Stay warm. Protect your gear. But most importantly, 

stay smart while you make photographs! 
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13 Snow Photography Tips 
From DigitalPhotographySchool.com, a post by Dena Haines  

 

The tips in this article will help you get some great photos in the snow, and keep your 

camera safe. 

 

Does your heart jump a little on a beautiful winter day? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready to run outside and start shooting? I know how you feel, I love snow 

photography too. Here are a few things to keep in mind. 
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13 Snow Photography Tips: cont’d 

 

1. Focus on contrast 

Autofocus can have a hard time locking on, when        

everything is white. It helps to focus on something dark, 

like the bark that’s just below a lump of snow on a tree 

branch. Your camera’s autofocus system needs contrast 

to focus on, so a plain white mound of snow may cause 

issues.  

 

Press your shutter half way. If the focus won’t lock on, 

move your focusing point to a darker area of the subject, 

and try again. This usually does the trick. 

 

 

2. Camera settings 

Set your camera to shoot in RAW. When you take photos in RAW, you will have 
more to work with in editing. JEPG files are already condensed, and don’t allow for 
much editing. 
 
Choose Evaluative (Matrix for Nikon) metering. Evaluative metering will do a good 
job. That’s what I used for all the photos in this post. If it’s really sunny, you may also 
want to try Spot or Partial metering to see if it handles the light better. 
 

Exposure Compensation. Your camera will try to make snow  look gray, so set 

your exposure compensation to +1 or +2. That will keep the snow looking white. You 

can also adjust exposure compensation while editing. 

 

3. Shoot in Aperture Priority Mode 

Aperture Priority (AV on Canon) will allow you to quickly change your depth of 

field. When shooting in Aperture Priority the camera will choose the ISO, (if the     

camera is set to auto ISO) and the shutter speed, so all you have to do is switch     

between aperture settings. This is great in cold weather, and allows for a lot of        

creativity. 
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13 Snow Photography Tips: cont’d 
 

4. Capture it fresh 

There’s nothing like a fresh snowfall. 

If you want footprint free snow, you might want 

to plan which photos you’re going to take, and 

what order you’ll take them in. This might also 

mean going out early, before the kids get up. 
 

5. Keep your batteries warm 

In cold weather your batteries won’t last 

long. Charge two, and keep one in an inside 

pocket. When the one in your camera runs low, 

replace it with the warm one. Then put the 

drained one in your pocket, you may be able to 

use it again once it warms up. 
 

6. Bag your camera 

Condensation can form on the outside, and in-

side of your camera, when you bring it in from 

the cold. That’s scary, but it’s easy to avoid. 

When you are heading out, just bring along a large zip-lock bag. I usually keep one in 

my camera bag or jacket pocket. When you are ready to go inside, put your camera in 

the bag, and make sure it’s sealed tight. Then, once you’re in the house put your 

camera somewhere it can warm up slowly. Once it reaches room temperature, you 

can take it out of the bag and use it normally. 

I leave my camera bag in the car while I’m taking photos. Before getting back into the 

car, I put my camera in the zip-lock bag, then in the camera bag. This way the camera 

comes up to temperature slowly and condensation doesn’t form. 
 

7. Don’t let the weather stop you 

Snowy landscapes look good, in both sunny and cloudy weather. 

On cloudy days, when everything is white, include elements that will break up the 

white, and add interest to your photo. If it’s snowing, use an umbrella to protect your 

camera. Or if it’s too cold to go out, roll down your car window, grab your shot, and roll 

it back up.  
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13 Snow Photography Tips: cont’d 

 

8. Act fast 

Snow can change quickly. It can 

start, or stop falling in an        

instant. When the sun comes 

out, snow can start melting     

really fast too. Those beautiful 

trees can go from dazzling to 

drab in no time.  

Don’t wait. Get out there and 

photograph it.  

 

 

9. Be patient 

Light can also change really fast. The sun can go 

behind a large cloud and totally change how the 

snow looks. You may need wait for the sun to come 

out again. This can be hard when it’s cold, but it’s 

worth it! Sunshine 

and shadows, add 

beauty and drama to 

a snowy  scene. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Keep all your images 

Don’t delete any photos from your camera, wait until 

you’re warm and comfy, sitting in front of 

your computer. You’ll be able to see your             

photos more clearly, and your fingers won’t freeze. 
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13 Snow Photography Tips: cont’d 
 

11. Play with perspective 

Shoot from different perspectives. Try to show the 

way snow blankets the ground, weighs things down, 

and clings to everything. 

Watch out for falling snow. It’s not so nice to have a 

clump land on your camera. 
  

12. Play with shutter speed 

Shutter Priority allows you to choose your shutter 

speed, while the camera takes care of the rest. With 

a fast shutter speed, you can freeze falling snow in 

mid air. With a slow shutter speed, you can turn 

those flakes into long white streaks. 
 

13. Capture some Bokeh 

A sunny winter day, is a great time 

to create bokeh. With all that sparkling 

snow and ice, it shouldn’t be too hard. 

To create bokeh in your photos, look for 

a subject that has something bright or 

shiny in the background. This could be 

the light reflected off of ice, melting snow 

or some sunspots. Use a wide open     

aperture (a small number like f/3 or f/5), 

and make sure there is some distance between your subject, and the shiny         

background objects. 

With a shallow depth of field (from the wide aperture), your subject will be in focus, 

but the objects in the background won’t. This will create bokeh.  

Will you be out experimenting on the next snow day? I’m planning on it. Have fun with 

your snow photography. Experiment with different settings on your camera. Just      

remember to dress for the weather, and bag your camera. 
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4 Tips on How to Give Safely Online 
By Stephen Jackson, blog.techsoup.org 

Although this article is specifically aimed at making charitable donations, it applies to any type of online    

communication where you may have to share sensitive personal or financial information. - Ron  

We live in scary times — at least from the standpoint of cybersecurity. According to a 

recent report, 3,676 breaches were reported in the first nine months of 2018, resulting 

in the exposure of 3.6 billion records. And although this marks an 8 percent decline in 

"data compromise events" from 2017, bad actors are getting savvier by the minute, 

and new threats are emerging before old ones have been fully addressed. It's         

important to stay vigilant as an individual — especially as we enter into the peak    

season of online giving. 

There are tons of scams out there. But they shouldn't prevent you from giving a gift to 

a cause you believe in. And with GivingTuesday right around the corner, it's a great 

time to learn about some of these threats and the best practices for staying safe 

online. 

Paige Hanson is chief of identity education at Symantec. She's been with Symantec 

for a little over 12 years and has a deep understanding of the ways that criminals use 

sneaky tactics to prey upon their victims. 

Paige spent a decade traveling around the country training law enforcement on new 

and emerging trends in identity theft. She sat down with us and shared four things to 

be aware of to make sure that you and your personal information are as safe as     

possible this giving season. 

1. Pay Close Attention to Hyperlinks  

It's sad to say, but the time period directly following a catastrophic event — such as a 

natural disaster — is prime time for fraud. It's typical for momentum to build behind 

making donations to a relief agency or a cause supporting disaster victims, and giving 

is often heavily promoted on social media. 

In some cases, cybercriminals make fake landing pages posing as a nonprofit     

providing relief to those affected. Sophisticated email campaigns can also be     

mounted to trick well-meaning would-be benefactors, pushing links to these         

fraudulent sites. 

This same approach is used during other popular times to donate to charity — like 

GivingTuesday. Taking just a few moments to examine an email you receive in this 

context can really pay off. 

"Hover your cursor over the hyperlink and see who the email is coming from," Paige 

explains. She uses the hypothetical example of an email from someone claiming to 

be from the American Red Cross. "Let's say I wave my cursor over the link, and the 
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description box shows that 'Red' isn't spelled right, or the address has '.UK' — that is 

a red flag that it's likely a scam email that will take you to a different landing page 

that looks like the Red Cross, but isn't," she says. 

Technically, this tactic is called "business email compromise," and Paige notes that it's 

a growing trend. It's not only prevalent in this context, but also in cases where an 

email appears to be coming from within your own organization. An example here 

might be a message from your "HR department" asking you to provide personal or   

financial data. In either case, the best rule of thumb is to always pay close attention to 

links in any email that involve the transfer of sensitive information and not to click on 

any links that look suspicious. 
 

2. Take Extra Measures to Verify the Nonprofit to Which You Are Giving 

Check out the validity of an organization asking you to give. This is especially           

important for smaller or seemingly "new" nonprofits. Again, it's not uncommon for a 

scammer to set up a private business claiming to be a nonprofit in the wake of a    

disaster or over the holiday season. 

"It sounds really simple or even a bit silly, but be on the lookout for even misspellings 

on a website," Paige says. "Also, punctuation errors and dead links. Usually when you 

get an email from a legitimate organization and you click on a photo, it will take you 

somewhere. It's important to take an extra second to read through the email instead 

of just reacting. You may have been meaning to give back, and since it's Giving  

Tuesday you'll just do it really quickly. But you have to slow down." 

Paige also suggests verifying a nonprofit's legal status using a database lookup tool 
such as GuideStar. Another savvy way to make sure you are going to the      
website you intended to is by typing in the nonprofit's name directly into your search 
bar. That method circumvents the risk of clicking a fraudulent link altogether. 
 
3. Consider Using a Credit Card, Always Use a Secure Site to Make a Donation, 
and Be Mindful of Your Digital Footprint 
 

Paige recommends using a credit card versus a debit card when you give to a      
nonprofit. "In case there is any fraudulent activity, you're using the credit card       
company's money, not your own. And if you notice any fraud at all, you want to notify 
your bank or credit card company as soon as possible to get those charges             
reimbursed, or at least to get the investigation started." 
Also, whenever you enter payment information online, it's imperative to make sure 

that you are using a secure website. This is easy to verify. Just take a look in your 

browser and confirm that there's an "https://" in the search bar. HTTPS indicates that 

a nonprofit is encrypting its data on its end, thereby better protecting the information 

you give it from cybercrime. 

file:///C:/Users/arciem01/Documents/2014PrinterTestFileFlat
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Lastly, Paige says that even with verified, legitimate nonprofits, it's always important 

to take a moment and ask yourself, "Do I want to extend my digital footprint to this   

organization?" Be mindful of which personal information you are sharing. Make       

decisions with care when signing up for newsletters or giving out information needed 

for the purposes of a tax write-off. 

"You might not want to be part of their email database. You need to take control of 

where your information is being stored," she says. 
 

4. Always Be Aware of How You Connect to the Internet 

This last one is perhaps the most straightforward piece of advice. It has to do with the 

security of your Internet connection itself. 

"When it comes to connecting to the Internet, there's a good, better, and best       

practice," Paige says. When using public Wi-Fi, the "good" practice is never visiting a 

site that requires you to enter a username and password. In these cases, limit your 

Internet use to reading the news, looking at a map, or watching videos on YouTube. 

She continues in saying that the "better" practice is to use your mobile data plan or 

create a mobile hotspot. "Let's say you log on at a coffee shop, but realize that it's 

Giving Tuesday and you're going to make that donation. At that point we suggest 

switching to your personal hotspot, if you're not on it already." 

A mobile hotspot is more secure than public Wi-Fi, and it prevents an Internet service 

provider from selling your information and online activity to a third party. (In many    

cases, companies are legally allowed to do this.) 

When it comes to connecting to the Internet, the "best" practice is to use a               
virtual private network (VPN). "A VPN can be an app or something that's          
installed on your computer. A VPN ... encrypts communications between your        
computer — or phone — and the Internet." And in some cases, a VPN can even    
prevent your Internet activity and personal data from being sold to a third-party     
company. 
 
Keep these four tips in mind as you enter into the 2018 giving season — and any   

other time you make a charitable donation online. 

 

 

GivingTuesday is a global day of giving fueled by the power of social media and collaboration. 

Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving (in the U.S.) and the widely recognized shopping events 

Black Friday and Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday kicks off the charitable season, when many focus on their 

holiday and end-of-year giving. GivingTuesday for 2018 was November 27, next year’s GivingTuesday will be        

December 3, 2019.  
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B Group 

 

Images of the Month 

Ronald Moore 

At Last 

Delian Slater 

Donkey 

Nyree Cyrus 

Blue Butterfly 
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Runners Up - Salon 

KEN WHITEHEAD               

Coffee on the Veranda 

ALGERNON LAWRENCE 

Country 

RENEE HARPER                                   

Pretty Shannon 

Runners Up - A Group 

ALGERNON LAWRENCE  

De Ole Mann 
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Runners Up - B Group 
DELIAN SLATER                               

My Dad 

SAINT CLAIR REIDE, Jr. 

Stunning 

GAIL DOBBINS                          

Ms Smiley 

DOTTI ANITA TAYLOR  

At a Distance 

LISA WADE                                       

Ethereal 

GAIL DOBBINS                       

Doll Baby 
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* Image of the Month Winner        Score   # of Images       IOM 

B Group 

Byron Henry, Jr.     8    6 

* Delian Slater     15    6          1 

Saint Clair Reide, Jr.    10    6 

Jean Bain      8    6 

Dotti Anita Taylor     12    6 

Gail Dobbins     12    6 

Helen Dobbins-Bryan    13    6   1 

Jacqueline Polite     5    3 

Lisa Wade      12    6 

Jai Jackson      5    4 

 

A Group 

Israel Singleton     3    2 

Doris King      4    6 

Renee Harper     11    6 

* Nyree Cyrus     18    6   2 

Algernon Lawrence    16    6 

 

Salon Group 

Brenda Gates     6    3 

Lawrence Gallmon     6    3   1 

* Ronald Moore     15    6   1 

Dianne Heggie     12    6 

Ken Whitehead     15    6 

Ralph Simmons     13    6 

Marvin Sheppard     11    6 

COMPETITION STANDINGS 2018-2019 

Competition #2 


